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Annette Deonarine, Director of Education and Latino Initiative at Advocacy Unlimited,
Inc. AU is non-profit organization that offers education in self, systems, and legislative
advocacy skills for persons with, or in recovery from, psychiatric disabilities or co-
occurring disorders.

“Where are they now? “ As | began to write testimony regarding the proposed budget
cuts or budget crisis, which ever you prefer. | researched past testimony provided to
you by community advocates desperate to have co-pays reduced, supportive housing
issues, and restoring 150 units (proposed two years ago) and | wondered, “Where are
they now"? In case you have pondered the same question, we know they are--here
again. Testifying before you, hoping to make a connection and have their voices
heard—sharing their personal stories and their testimony about survival and barely
making ends meet. Please pay close attention as there’s been a change. The numbers
have increased, although | see some new faces the message is still the same.

¢"Doénde estan? Pues comencé a escribir mi testimonio con respecto a la crisis del
presupuesto, o recortes de presupuesto, como usted prefiera. Investigué el Gltimo
testimonio proporcionado a usted por la comunidad de los defensores, desesperados
de tener co-pagos y que fueran reducidos, la cubierta de apoyo publico, y la
restauracion de 150 unidades de vivienda para personas con inhabilidades (propuestas
hace dos afios) y me preguntaba, “donde estan"? En caso de que usted haya
reflexionado la misma pregunta, sabemos que estan aqui otra vez. Atestiguando antes
ustedes, esperando hacer una conexién y que se escuchen sus voces, sus historias
personales y de su testimonio sobre supervivencia. Preste por favor atencién pues hay
un cambio. Los nimeros han aumentado, aunque vean gque algunas caras son nuevas
el mensaje sigue siendo el mismo.



